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Foreword





Preface

The purpose of this Book is to respond to the role of Librarians who 
have been working with unrelenting spirit in Covid-19 pandemic condition 
and to bring to the notice of scholars and academia. This has been possible 
with the dedicated participation of authors and co-author. We sincerely 
believe that this effort will help the academic world. The subject is to build 
awareness on COVID -19 condition and roles and responsibilities of a 
librarian.

Digital libraries and publishers have risen to the occasion, offering 
more and more free content. Globally, virtual libraries are at the frontline 
of efforts to preserve documentary heritage. They are uniquely placed to 
work for digital conservation as well.

Digital libraries have demonstrated their potential not just to enable a 
richer, more diverse public domain, but also promoting human development.

The Paper on Library Services During COVID-19 emphasized on 
administration in terms of electronic admittance of assets, virtual reference 
administrations, updating precise COVID-19, online client training 
programs, scattering of specific information by means of email, display of 
library administration via web-based media, help research administration 
on the web, and a roomy report corridor to empower them notice the physical 
separating while at the same time concentrating inside the library.

The paper, “A Study on User Satisfaction in Academic Library Services” 
during COVID-19 Pandemic reflects and evaluates the user satisfaction 
with service provided by the Academic library during the Covid-19 
pandemic.

The world is in transition today. It is due to technological innovations, 
creating a visible impact on Indian libraries, and as a result bringing 
about a dramatic transformation. The human need for information is 
unlimited. People seek information from different sources and formats 
for undertaking a variety of tasks. For this purpose, the 21st century 
information services provided by libraries, are a basic source and link 
between a variety of activities and materials in society, institutions, and 
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individuals. Access to precise and reliable information-scientific, technical, 
commercial, and managerial at the right time to the right person in a 
form most conveniently could be used and help to minimize the wastage of 
resources due to unnecessary and unintended, re-invention, re-discovery, 
redevelopment, and taking fruitless decisions.

The main objective of this study is to find out various online learning 
resources that help students and research scholars to complete their 
research work during COVID-19. The Ministry of Education promotes 
online learning resources free of cost. We help out students how to use 
these resources in this pandemic situation in India. ICT initiatives by the 
Ministry of Education which cover a broad range of subjects and courses 
that have been prepared by experts for providing an excellent learning 
experience to all

In this situation, the physical operations of the libraries are entirely 
closed and they decided to continue their services through the digital 
platform. Google Meet, Cisco WebEx, Zoom, etc. are some digital ways for 
offering the webinar to its uses. After lockdown, the library is physically 
kept open, therefore, the chances of COVID-19 virus transmission can occur 
by direct or indirect contact with infected users or staff. Some precautionary 
methods i.e., a) always using a mask; face shield and hand gloves; b) maintain 
social distancing; c) keeping the books at a quarantined place at least for 48 
hours before check-in/checkout, etc. have to be followed. Thus, the library 
products and services are of vital importance and a great challenge during 
the lockdown period and post lockdown period for LIS professionals.

The Role played by LIS professionals in providing digital library 
services at the time of crisis of the COVID-19 pandemic is crucial. The 
response received shows that quite an adequate number of digital services 
were provided by LIS professionals during the crisis of COVID-19 in spite 
of facing a lot of difficulties.

We are all adapting to this new normal, and parents should converse 
compassionately with and tell them how we everyone is using digital 
technologies more than usual.

In this pandemic situation & lockdown of libraries, librarians are 
still offering online resources & services to their users proactively & 
enthusiastically. The present study creates awareness & promotes the 
benefits of using mobile reference services in a library with a detailed 
discussion about the primary steps of introduction and its possible 
applications. The possible extension of the contemporary study includes 
the actual perception of Indian librarians about the introduction of mobile 
reference services in their libraries, the users’ acceptance rate, and the 
possible challenges in this introduction process.
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The paper focuses on the different types of applications of mobile 
technology and its use in providing digital reference services to its users in 
the modern era. This paper looks at the overall impact of mobile services 
and applications in libraries and looks at the specific area of Reference 
services in the libraries where the potential, demand, and opportunities 
are more for mobile applications.

A library can effectively reach remote users through the adoption of 
mobile technology in its services. The policies and programs of libraries 
should be versatile and open to meet new users’ information needs with new 
technology. The role of libraries is to allow more efficient use of emerging 
technologies in order to encourage and incorporate them in a cost-effective 
way into the design of future library services. It is hoped that librarians 
can apply mobile technology in their respective organization/institution 
from this study in order to enhance and expand library facilities for users 
to access them at any location and at any time.

In the COVID 19 era the mobile App service plays a vital role to provide 
library services to users. The target of this chapter is to demonstrate the 
real library and data administrations given by utilizing mobile apps and 
innovation to fulfill the data needs of various users.

In this 21st century technology is used in different ways with the major 
aim is to develop the method in all fields, specially, in teaching the learning 
process in higher education.

Libraries have shown that they really can support teaching and 
learning in pandemic situation also by changing their way of working and 
adapting to new technologies to satisfy library users’ need for knowledge. 
Libraries have to change their infrastructure also in order to provide digital 
reference services.

We are sure that a detailed study is required for those who are interested 
in learning more on the roles and responsibilities of librarians and 
Digitization in information and communication in Covid-19 situation. The 
information and analysis cover Pandemic period sociological perspective, 
technical aspects software application technology and how they actually 
work at the ground level during the pandemic. The papers collectively 
created an environment for perfect interaction among the academics and 
professionals.

Overall papers appeared in this volume are informative and insightful. 
There is no doubt that the book will be of extreme help to those who wish to 
learn more about the subject of roles and responsibilities of librarians and 
are also for the professionals who are associated in other capacities with 
the Library services.





Contents

		  Foreword	 v
		  Preface	 vii
	 1.	 Library Services During COVID-19	
			   Varsha D. Ingle and Harish Chander	 1

	 2.	 A Study of User Satisfaction in Academic Library Services 	  
during COVID-19 Pandemic

			   Aparna Mohanan, Mariya Rose Kurian and Joyal M. Jacob	 9

	 3.	 COVID-19 and Libraries: Precautionary Measures	
			   Upasana	 18

	 4.	 Roles and Responsibilities of Library Professionals in Print 	  
to Digital Transition during COVID-19

			   Dr. Giriraj Halkar	 27

	 5.	 Online Learning Resources Played a Vital Role During the 	  
Corona -Virus Pandemic Situation in India

			   Chandra Shekhar	 36

	 6.	 Present Scenario of Library Products and Services in the 	  
Perspective of Lockdown and After Lockdown Caused by  
COVID-19 pandemic: an explanation

			   Tapas Pal	 44

	 7.	 Role of LIS Professionals in Providing Digital Library Services 	  
in the Time of Crisis of COVID-19 Pandemic – A Study

			   Chetan Sudhakar Sonawane	 57

	 8.	 Librarians’ Guide to Best Practices in Covid-19 Time	
			   Vandna Sharma	 68



	 9.	 A Study on Social Media Addiction among Youngsters 	  
During Covid-19 in New Delhi

			   Sania Kukkar	 75

	 10.	 A Study of On-the-Go Reference Service Using Mobile 	  
Technology in Library

			   Subhajit Panda	 83

	 11.	 Use of Mobile Technology for Digital Reference Service: 	  
A Modern Service of 21st Century’s Sustainable Innovative  
Library

			   Hafijull Mondal	 100

	 12.	 Mobile Technologies in Digital Reference Services: 	  
An Overview

			   Chandan Jyoti Baishya	 112

	 13.	 Easy Mobile Practices in Educational Libraries	
			   Dr. Bhagyashri Yeshwant Rao Keskar	 121

	 14.	 Mobile Apps Based Library Services for Users in Digital Era	
			   Devaki Dhritlahare	 130

	 15.	 Mobile Technology and its Effect on Higher Education	
			   Jitamoni Bhattacharyya	 143

	 16.	 Mobile Technologies in Digital Reference Services Amidst 	  
COVID-19 In Academic Libraries: An Overview

			   Anita Sharma	 150

	 17.	 Changing Role of Libraries and Library Professionals in 	  
Digital Era

			   Manju and Dr. Bhanu Partap	 158	

	 18.	 Use of ICT in Libraries to Develop Open Accessible and	   
Forward Reaching Services for Heterogeneous User Group

			   Najmun Nessa and Dr. Avijit Dutta	 168

	 19.	 Significance of Information Retrieval and Dissemination in	  
Libraries

			   Dr. Saiyed Faheem Ali and  Pankaj Bhagat	 177

	 20.	 Development of Library Website for Wollega University: 	  
A Case Study

			   Niranjana Kantappa, Tolessa Desta, Dr. M. Paul 	 189 
	 N. Vijaya Kumar, Mulugeta Asefa and Yerusalem Getahun



(xiii)

	 21.	 Usage of Social Networking Sites among the Post Graduate	  
Students of Kazi Nazrul University, Asansol, West Bengal:  
A Study

			   Debdas Mondal and Debal C. Kar	 203

	 22.	 Move of Internet and Web Technology in Library 	  
Management System Dependent on Computerized Stage

			   Dr. Anil Kumar Jharotia	 218

	 23.	 National Digital Library of India and China: An Overview	
			   Ishfaq Ahmad Palla	 229

	 24.	 Assessment of Select Library Websites of South NIT’s of India	
			   Dr. Shalini Wasan	 236

	 25.	 A Study on Webometrics and its Impacts	
			    Dr. W. Vijaya Shoba	 252

	 26.	 Scope of Fair Use in Digital Rights Management: 	  
An Overview

			   Dr. Swapan Khan and Dr. Pronobi Porel	 259

	 27.	 Role of Library Professional and Library Services in 	  
Digital Era

			   Amit Kumar Rahi	 267

	 28.	 Effective Use and Satisfaction Level of OPAC System among 	  
the Patrons of Engineering Library

			   GurDev Singh	 273

	 29.	 Awareness and Utilization of Information Resources and 	  
Services among library users of JCBM College Sringeri,  
Karnataka

			   Dr. H. E. Prasanna Kumar	 286

	 30.	 Knowledge Management with Special Reference to Library	  	
299Information Collection: Concepts Tools and Perspectives

			   Ranuri Inoka Kuruppu	 299

	 31.	 Information Retrieval (IR) Dissemination of Information	
			   Dr. B. Raviivvenkat	 300

	 32.	 Electronic Vs. Print and Online Book Stores Vs. Traditional 	  
Book Shops

			   Dr. Saritha. M. S  	 312



(xiv)

	 33.	 Bibliotherapy: A Therapy to Mind through Books	
			   Ms. Swapna Bhide	 321

	 34.	 Book Club: An Initiative to Empower the Reading Culture 	  
in College Library

			   Mrs. Yamini P. Galapure	 326

	 35.	 Trends in IPR Filing in India in the Matter of Patents and 		
Geographical Indications

			   Sahil Bains	 335

	 36.	 Research Misconduct: Reasons, Reflections and Remedies	
			   Dr. Avijit Dutta and Sanchita Bhattacharya	 344

	 37.	 Plagiarism -  An Introduction	
			   Basawaraj Malipatil and Usha Kumari Sharma	 353

	 38.	 Plagiarism Detection Tools: An Overview	
			   Nandeesha B and Laxmi S. Kattimani	 358

	 39.	 Predatory Journal: A Serious Threat to the Education System	
			   Yogita Talwar and Dr. D. D. LAL	 372

	 40.	 Research Misconduct and Plagiarism	
			   Tapas Pal 	 381

	 41.	 Scientometric Journal: A Bibliometric Study	
			   Dr. Suchetan Kumar, Anjali Joshi and Dr. Karnika Shah	 395

	 42.	 READ India Libraries and COVID -19	
			   Dr. Geeta Malhotra 	 403

	 43.	 Distribution of Information among Users in Academic 	  
Libraries During Covid-19 Days: The Role of Sushant  
University Library, Gurgaon

			   Shankar Kumar Dey and Upasana	 409

	 44.	 Smart Libraries: A Paradigm Shift in Library and 	  
Information Services 

			   Reeta Sharma and Vikas Singh	 418



39

Predatory Journal: A Serious Threat to the 
Education System

1Yogita Talwar and 2Dr. D. D. LAL

Abstract
The best journal is the one that not only focuses on publishing the 
article quickly but guiding the author before publication through 
peer-review so that the drawbacks of the research paper can be 
recognized and removed. Every author wants a journal being of good 
quality, also takes minimum time to publish as well as provides good 
accessibility. In this time, OA provides a platform at which anyone 
can read articles from the various esteemed journal without paying 
the subscription fee anywhere and anytime. Many institutions, 
foundations, grant bodies, and governments came together to develop 
and promote such a platform like OAwhich can help in the widespread 
of knowledge. Recently, Jeffrey Beall has put forth an unnoticed fact 
about “predatory publishers” that are spreading due to this limitless 
freedom provided in Open Access. Predatory publishers are those 
who use OA for their monetary benefits by fooling the authors. These 
publishers charge a high fee from authors in return for publishing 
their articles in esteemed journals but do not fulfill their commitments. 
Some Predatory publishers use names of high-profile personalities to 
promote themselves and make their journals look more attractive, 
however, these personalities themselves are unknown from unfair 
usage of their name in the editorial board or peer reviewers of the 
journal. These journals publish any plagiarized content on temporary 
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websites which disappear after a certain passage of time. Librarian 
Jeffrey Beall manages a website where a complete list of predatory 
publishers and journals has been provided. This list needs to be 
updated from time to time.

Introduction

Predatory publishing is the main problem to publishing, without 
peer-reviewing of research article they act unethically, unscientific 
misrepresentation of information published and even a serious threat 
for clinical practices. As these types of journals, the validity of scholarly 
publication of article, real and authentic practice has been accomplished 
from a majority of the scientific groups, in the most recent years, in fixing 
standards related to predatory and real publishing. In this study, we 
comprise techniques utilized by editors of predatory journals to attract the 
authors to publish their articles in their journals.

Predatory journals that charge an APC to researchers yet don’t have 
the trademark of genuine journals such as editing and peer review services, 
location of their office, editorial board, and other publication standards, 
represent various ethical issues in publication, such as-presentation 
of information and data, without providing the expected and industry 
services as well as standards of publishing, academic dishonesty, wastage 
of research funds. Academicians, writers, editors, educational institutions, 
and publishers should uphold the genuine publishing house and avoid 
submitting and publishing their research work in predatory journals, 
providing as their editors or editorial boards, or allowing academicians to 
deliberately publish in them without results.

Librarian Jeffrey Beall made a list of publishers they deemed predatory 
available on his blog, He was studied, followed, and continuously maintained 
the list until 2017 and discussed this issue with COPE. He advised authors 
to search while selecting any journal for publishing their research work. 
This process is known as“Think. Check. Submit” was commenced in 2015. 
His sole objective was to bring about an awareness in the public against 
predatory publishing.

According to 2015 assessments, more than 8 thousand predatory 
journals produce more than 4 lakh items annually. According to this 
assessment, 33% of the journals in India are predatory journals. Now India 
has taken steps against the “pay and publish trash” to prevent these types 
of practices. For more than a while, above 30 organizations on behalf of 
higher education like universities and academic disciplines have checked 
journals to deliver a list of authentic or reputable titles. Fake publishers 
like predators disrupted our endeavor for the last few years. Reference 
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list of journals will help to remove publishing of manuscripts to the fake 
and crooked publishers that benefit monetarily by undermining scholastic 
quality. Scientific scholarship has severely been comprised by predatory 
journals. They don’t perform peer-review and other services promised to 
the author but collect charges.

In a survey held in India in 2017, UGC was the only one out of ten 
funders mostly recognized in articles in predatory journals to provide 
directions on its site about choosing journals. Unexpectedly, that (now old) 
direction had already subverted. A large number of bogus journals had 
entered in the UGC’s ‘white list’ list of genuine publishers.

In India, approximately 900 universities are assigned with PG 
education. However, research is performed mostly at national institutions 
and laboratories or in a few selected universities. In 2013 UGC declared 
that to receive a Ph.D., graduate students must have published at least 
two articles during their research period. This regulation increased 
corruption. Students who are eager to publish their articles and don’t 
have effective monitoring boosted predatory publishing. According to the 
list compiled by librarian Jeffrey Beall, predatory journals have become a 
serious threat to the education system. Already many academics in Indian 
universities eager to publish their articles have fallen prey to predatory 
journals. In few cases, people even got jobs, promotions, and awards for 
this fake prestige.

In recruitment held in 2017 to check the list of UGC reference lists, it 
was found that 88% of the total subsets of titles submitted by universities 
were of cheap quality. After examining, the UGC journals standing 
committee eliminated approximately 4000 predatory journals from the 
list. But still, it is required to improve the quantity and quality. The UGC 
has set up CARE to assist teaching faculty and researchers in choosing 
the journals they should publish their articles in. According to UGC, the 
publishing requirement should be removed so that Ph.D. candidates can 
focus more on their superior and authentic research work.

Recently, it has been directed to universities by UGC that they are 
required to prohibit publishing and presenting in predatory journals and 
it is their responsibility as it would affect their institutional reviews. The 
day before the UGC CARE website was scheduled to launch, a fake website 
promoted shady journals with their name. A complaint was filed against 
the owner of the fake website and an investigation is in progress. According 
to most researches, predatory journals get very little attention. More than 
half of the articles aren’t even cited once. 
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Characteristics of Predatory Journals

Given below are some characteristics of predatory journals that can be 
used to identify them:

•• Accept and publish articles immediately, generally without any 
peer review or quality control standards, even for articles with 
invalid content.

•• Only informs the author of the existence of APCs after the paper 
has been accepted, APCs that can be negotiated after acceptance.

•• They follow a method of spamming to attract more and more users 
by giving them the greed of posts on the editorial board.

•• Adds scientists to an editorial board without consent and disagrees 
to remove them from the editorial board.

•• Use names of scientists with wrong RESEARCH ID.

•• They try to convince the viewers that they have a very high Impact 
factor or CiteScore however they are just new.

•• Use a name that matches with a popular journal to draw 
misconception

•• These journals’ websites do not focus on grammar and spelling.

•• Images and trademarks on their front page are copied from 
somewhere else, so there appear to be unclear 

•• The website requests that the manuscript be submitted via a 
personal email account.

•• Published research papers are not checked properly so you may 
find spelling mistakes in their publications too.

•• Material of these journals is not related to its name or purpose

•• Its published research papers can’t be checked at https://www.doi.
org/ or The Directory of Open Access Scholarly Resources

•• Journal titles are very weird.

•• New open access journals are mostly established with an 
address in European countries or the USA with a ringing name 
such as “American Journal of…”, or “European journal of …”, or 
“International journal of …”.

•• Journal titles combine two or more different fields to enhance 
income from APC.

•• Information related to where and how articles will be digitally 
preserved is not provided.
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•• Predatory journals don’t outline any withdrawal policy.

•• Journals do not use plagiarism detection tools.

•• Journal website displays advertisements that are most often related 
to publishers’ conferences.

•• Fake placement of the COPE logo on the journal website.

•• The ISSN of an OA journal can’t be confirmed.

•• Wrong claims indexing in various popular databases.

Predatory Publishers and Journals 

In the modern era, due to the development of ICT open access publishing 
has made the publishing of scientific research simpler and widely available 
to everyone. This new platform of publishing stage takes into consideration 
the more prominent perceived ability of research inside mainstream 
researchers and the eyes of the public.

OA journals plan to publish an author’s work on a reputable and 
authentic website in exchange for the fee paid by the author. Publishing 
an article on a website removes the obstructions caused in printing faced 
by the creator. This way, articles can be published in less time and can be 
accessed by anyone, anywhere, and anytime free of cost.

Both authors and readers benefit from the OA publishing. Nowadays 
many reputable and esteemed publishers are providing the new facility of 
Open Access journals. This popularity of OA journals has attracted many 
less reputable ‘Predator’ journals who have started using Open Access to 
present scholarly works in a wrong manner for their profit.

Predatory journals are those which try to fool people that they are well-
known journals however they are starters. Some of these journals collect 
instalments but never publish the works of the creator while others publish 
without any peer-review process.

These sorts of journals generally have famous sites on their page, 
provide a list of any random publication group and show their participation 
in an esteemed professional organization. They try to attract people by 
providing false claims such as providing membership in the editorial board 
upon submitting an article.

How Might You Perceive and Abstain from Falling Prey to a 
Predatory Journal? 

•• Always check the site completely: Mostly there is a lot of 
spelling and grammatical mistakes. Improper use of language 
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reflects their reality. In reputable journals, a publication fee is 
charged after acceptance of the research paper, however, predatory 
journals demand it before the acceptance.

•• Verify the membership of the journal in OASPA, DOAJ, 
COPE, or STM: If they show they are members of OASPA, DOAJ, 
COPE or STM then check their membership on the pertinent site.

•• Verify contact information of the journal: Authentic journals 
provide proper contact information but predatory journals mostly 
show official addresses in one country and provide contact 
information of another country. One should verify the timing hours 
and telephone code of the country mentioned. And, check for the 
validity of the mentioned address.

•• Research editorial board: Mostly these journals mention names 
of fake researchers or mention researchers’ names without his/
their consent. Therefore, it is necessary to verify the information 
by checking the online profiles of mentioned experts on the 
organization’s page. 

•• Verify their reviewing process and publication time: The 
peer-review process is very important for the purity of the research 
article and journal. When some data is published in a journal, 
readers blindly trust the information provided in them and accept 
it because published data is evaluated by the editor, two specialists 
of a specific field. However, predatory journals publish articles 
quickly without peer review. So one must confirm if the whole peer-
review process is available online.

•• Verify the previous volumes/issues: Most of the predatory 
journals publish any article, so verify if previously published issues 
are according to their commitment. Additionally, if previously 
published issues aren’t available online or mentioned as ‘coming 
soon’ then the journal is not authentic. 

Think. Check. Submit is another mission-driven by numerous 
publishing associations to attempt to bring issues to light of Predatory 
Journals. Its point is to drive creators to think cautiously before presenting 
their research. 

Conclusion

The present academic culture of “publish or perish” and the author 
fee model of article submission have contributed to the present condition. 
Possibly the move of reputable journals to not claim author fees for those 
from low and middle-income countries will provide more opportunities for 
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these authors and reduce predatory journals. Predatory publishers have 
various publication houses in different regions with different names to 
trick as many authors as possible. Predatory journals demand manuscripts 
through OA. They charge a very high publication fee and publish articles 
without peer review. They use the ‘Author-pays Model” in the wrong way 
for their benefit. These types of journals have threatened the reputation 
and credibility of scholarly publications.
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